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The Montucla Prize, 2009
The Montucla Prize was established in 2009 by the International Commission on the
History of Mathematics to honour research in the history of mathematics. The $1000 prize
is awarded to the author of the best article published by a young researcher in Historia
Mathematica in the four years preceding the International Congress of History of Science
and Technology.
The Montucla Prize for 2009 has been awarded to:
Henrik Kragh Sørensen
Exceptions and counterexamples: understanding Abel’s comment on Cauchy’s Theorem
(Issue 32.4, 2005)In this article Sørensen examines Abel’s criticisms of Cauchy’s theorem on the continuity
of sums of continuous functions and the fact that Abel regarded a particular series as an
exception rather than a counter-example. In doing so Sørensen identifies a crucial transition
in analysis, from what he describes as the formula-centered approach characteristic of eigh-
teenth-century mathematics to the concept-centered mathematics that would become
dominant in the nineteenth century. Based on close reading of original texts, the articledoi:10.1016/j.hm.2010.03.002
158 News and Noticesoffers fresh and significant insights into the mathematics of the early nineteenth century
and is likely to influence future studies of this period.
The selection committee also highly commended (in order of publication):
Johanna Pejlare
Torsten Brodén’s work on the foundations of Euclidean geometry
(Issue 34.3, 2007)
Benjamin Wardhaugh
Musical logarithms in the seventeenth century: Descartes, Mercator, Newton
(Issue 35.1, 2008)
The second Montucla Prize will be awarded at the International Congress of the History
of Science in Manchester in the summer of 2013, and will be for the best article in Historia
Mathematica by a young researcher in the years 2009–2012.
Further information about the Montucla Prize can be found on the website of the
International Commission on the History of Mathematics http://www.unizar.es/ichm/.
